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CHRIST IS RISEN!  

INDEED HE IS RISEN!  
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GO IN PEACE, O GOOD SHEPHERD!! 

See p. 4 for more details 

H.G. Geevarghese Mar Ivanios 

(1941-2013) 

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!  
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Ecumenical Corner 

http://loveindeed.ds -wa.org 

On March 13, 2013, Cardinal Jorge Bergolio, Archbishop of Buenos Aires was 
elected as the 266th Pope of Rome.  Pope Francis was a member of the 
religion order, Society of Jesus (Jesuits), and is well known as a defender of 
the poor and downtrodden, and working for social justice.  At his first public 
appearance after being elected Pope of Rome, his humble nature was seen 
through his simple white cassock and cross, and asking the people to bless 
him before he gave the customary blessing of the people.  Pope Francis also 
has a reputation of being deeply rooted in the traditions of the church, and 
upholding the teachings of the Church.  He is also has good relationship with 
the leaders of other denominations and faith, including the Orthodox 
Churches.  We pray for his ministry as Arch pastor of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and his witness of the Christian faith as a world leader.   
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Marthoma Church Suffragan Metropolitan visits our Diocesan Center  in Houston 
 

Election of Pope Francis as the Pope of Rome 
. 

The Rt. Rev. Zacharias Mar Theophius, the Suffragan 
Metropolitan of the Marthoma Church and Diocesan bishop of 
Chengannur-Mavelikkara, visited the Diocesan Center in 
Houston.  Mar Theophilus was accompanied by Rev. Zacharia 
John, vicar at the Trinity Marthoma Church Houston, and Rev. 
Roy A. Thomas, Marthoma Church Youth Chaplain Houston 
Area.  Mar Theophilus was warmly welcomed by our Diocesan 
Metropolitan Alexios Mar Eusebius, along with Rev. Fr. Anthony 
Creech, and Rev. Fr. Shaun T. Mathew.   
 

 

 

 

On April 22, 2013, Metropolitan Paul (Yazigi), Metropolitan 
of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Of Aleppo as well as 
Mar Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim of the Syriac Archdiocese of 
Aleppo, were both abducted in a suburb of Aleppo as they 
were returning from Antioch (Antakya, Turkey) to Aleppo 
after accomplishing a humanitarian mission. We are 
requesting all of our clergy and laity to remember in daily 
prayers and during the public celebration of the Holy 
Qurbana, especially for their health and liberation. In this 
painful situation, let us also fervently pray for an end to the 
Syrian crisis so that it may again become a place of mutual 
love, peace and coexistence. 

-- 

Your Shepherd in Christ, 

Alexios Eusebius Metropolitan 

 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL SHEPHERDS 
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Metropolitan's Column  

 

Metropolitan's Column 

 

Beloved in Christ, 
 
The Annual Clergy Conference & Diocesan Assembly will be held from Thursday, 
May 16 ɀ Saturday, May 18, 2013 in Detroit. The three parishes in Detroit are 
jointly hosting this event and the meetings will be held at St. Thomas Orthodox 
Church, Detroit. It is certainly a difficult task to organize such an event 
considering our diocese is wide-spread across 38 states and 4 provinces of 
Canada. This annual meeting is really the only face-to-face gathering on a 
diocesan level where we can come together to discuss the administrative and 
pastoral concerns of our diocese, although regional and area meetings and 
teleconferences take place throughout the year.    
 
The Diocesan Assembly is the general body of the diocese constitutionally formed 
and is required to meet at least once a year. Every parish is to be represented by 
their Vicar and delegated assembly member, especially when taking decisions 
regarding the policies and projects of the diocese. Every year, the previous 
financial statements are passed along with the budget for the coming year. Since 
the formation of our diocese, this is now the fourth assembly to take place.   
 
In conjunction with the meeting this year, on Friday, May 17th, we will be 
celebrating Diocesan Day which will be observed this year in all parishes on the 
Sunday of Pentecost, May 19th. Within a short span of time, our diocese has grown 
to 51 parishes and 5 congregations. We have worked to revitalize many of our 
spiritual organizations while at the same the prayer teleconference ministries in 
both English and Malayalam continue to grow.  
 
We have many plans and thoughts regarding the future of our diocese including 
plans for a comprehensive Diocesan Center with enough land for us to expand 
and grow. We hope this will enable us to grow and increasingly focus on 
strengthening and catering to the spiritual needs of our faithful. We seek 
ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ×Å ÍÁÒÃÈ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄȢ -ÁÙ ×Åȟ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȟ 
grow to greater spiritual heights, ever mindful of the challenges and great 
responsibilities we will face, as we try to implement goals in order to secure the 
future of our growing generation and the communities we live in.  

   
Your Shepherd in Christ, 

Alexios Mar Eusebius 
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Remembering A Spiritual Giant  - Memory Eternal Mar Ivanios +  

MEMORY ETERNAL + 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

His Grace Geevarghese Mar Ivanios, the Metropolitan 
of the Kottayam Diocese, one of the senior Bishops of 
the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church entered into 
eternal rest at the age of 72 on April 12, 2013 at 7.30 
am.  His Grace was a spiritual father and teacher for 
many of the clergy of our church.  Thirumeni was a 
true spirit ual giant, known as a man of prayer, faith, 
tradition and spirituality , His Grace had a true 
understanding of the Orthodox Monastic Order and 
had a desire to bring it to the forefront of the Orthodox 
Church.  It is in this endeavor, Thirumeni founded Mar 
Baselios at Njaliyakuzhi, Kottayam, where he chose as 
his final resting place.  Thirumeni presence will truly 
be missed by our church but  let find solace in that we 
have gained an intercessor on our behalf in the 
presence of God.  

  
HOLY WEEK WITH OUR THIRUMENI 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Our Diocesan Metropolitan 
celebrated Holy Week at St. 
Thomas Cathedral, Houston 
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 MGOCSM DEVOTIONALS 
http://www.mgocsmamerica.com/devotionals 

 
MGOCSM North America releases weekly devotionals 
based on the Gospel readings for each week. These 
devotionals are written by the leaders of the Church - both 
clergy and lay leaders. This is a great way to revamp your 
week with self-reflection and in the word. Please subscribe 
and spread the word in your areas as well! 

 
 
 

 

 

From Around the Diocese 

 

Rev. Dn. Shinto David was Ordained as Sub-Deacon on 
Saturday, April 20, 2013 at his home paris,h St.Gregorios 
Malankara Orthodox Church, Rochester Hills, Michigan by 
the South-west American Diocese Metropolitan H.G Alexios 
Mar Eusebius.  Semmassan will be completing his Masters 
of Divinity from St. Tikhons Orthodox Theological Seminary, 
Pennsylvania.   He is the younger son of Thandasseril Mr. 
Daniel David & Mrs. Alice David members of St. George 
Malankara Orthodox Church, Elimulluplakkal Konni. 
 

Shinto David ordained to Sub-diaconate 

 Dallas OCYM Annual Conference 2013 
 

 
 

Dallas Area Orthodox Christian Youth Movement 
organized their annual conference of 2013 on April 6th at 
St. Thomas Orthodox Church, Dallas.  The theme was 
"Challenges of Christian Family in a Modern Society". The 
main speaker was H. G.. Dr.  Gabriel Mar Gregorios, 
Diocesean Metropolitan of Trivandrum Diocese and 
Professor of New Testament at Orthodox Theological 
Seminary. Attorney Chris Harding Esq. gave a presentation 
on Rights, Responsibilities and Protection of parents and 
children in the American Legal system. Jinu Mathew 
conducted workshop on Challenges of Christian parenting. 
The conference was very informative based on ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
modern practical life. Area coordinator Shibu Mathew 
delivered the welcome note and Area Secretary Johnson 
Jacob gave the vote of thanks.. 
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From Around the Diocese  

ķŏŇƍ  ŕōžƆ ŖŃŅőƍ ŊŇŐń ĿǂŐ  ōŹ Ŗķ ƍ
īœƈ ĩŊŖņŏƈ İŏƾƔžŌŐƺś ŖľĵŐ 
 
ķŏňƍ: ōŜƬś ŕŊǈś łƕļŏōľƬŐžŕņ ōŖĺŹ  

ņőĲŐńž ōŹ Ŗķ ƍ īœƈ ŃưŅƬŐƇ  īœĵŒĺƇ 
ŖĿŏńŐžƆ ŖľĵŐń ķŏňƍ ŕōžƆ ŖŃŅőƍ ŊŇŐń 

ĿǂŐ  ōŹ Ŗķ ƍ īœƈ ĩŊŖņŏƈ İŏƾƔžŌŐƺś 
īŅǇŃŏƘŐ.   ŃŏƅƠś 16-ž ķŏňƍ ŕōžƆ ŖŃŅőƍ 
ŊŇŐń ĿǂŐńŐƇ ľĵƷ ŃưŅƬŐƇ  ōŖĺŹ  

ņőĲŐńľŐŕŇ ĦƉ  ĿǂŐīňǥŕĵ ōŹ Ŗķ ƍ īœňǥīƈ 
ŃưŅƬŐ Ƈ  ĿŕƞĵŒƬŒ.   ŊŇŐń ĿǂŐ  ŊŐīŏŅŐ 

  
 

 

    

 

 ŀŏ. ŅŏĲŒ ļŏľŐŖńƇ, ōŹ Ŗķ ƍ īœƈ ƕĿŐžōŐƺƇ ĲŐĲŐ ĦƕŁŎŏě, ōŹ Ŗķ ƍ īœƈ ŕōƕīƦņŐ ōěĭőĺ 
ŖĺŏŃƍ ĥƷŐŊŅŒŕĵ ŖľĺŔĺƗƬŐŇŒǂ ōŹ Ŗķ ƍ īœƈ ğź  ĺŒĵƅƠńŏń ľŏŇŏě ĺŊĹńŏŹ  

İŏƾƔžŌŐƺś īŅǇŃŏƘŒƷź .  ōŃŏĿľ İĵƟŐƇ ņŊ  ŀŏ. ŁŐľŒ ŃŏĺƔŒ, ōŹ Ŗķ ƍ īœƈ ƕĿŐžōŐƺƇ 

ĲŐĲŐ ĦƕŁŎŏŃŐž ĩŊŖņŏƈ İŏƾƔžŌŐƺś ōƿŏľŐƠǥ. 
 

Memorial Service Held in Dallas 

Memorial Service for Late H.G Geevarughese Mar Ivanios 

was held on Dallas St Gregorios Orthodox Church on April 

12th 2013. Holy Synod Secretary &  Diocese of 

Kandanad Metropolitan, H.G Mathews Mar Severios led the 

memorial prayers.  Vicars and members of all orthodox 

churches in  

Dallas area participated in the Memorial Service.  

 
 

 


