
MONEY &  SALVAT ION
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S A LVAT I O N
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2 , 1 7 2  V E R S E S

“Scripture is saturated with teaching on possessions…In terms of the number of 
verses on possessions, this topic is mentioned in Scripture more than any 

other: three times more than love, seventy times more than prayer, and eight 
times more than belief. About 15 percent of God’s word (2,172 verses) deals 

with possessions.”
Wesley K. Wilmer, ed. A Revolution in Generosity: Transforming Stewards to Be Rich toward God (Chicago: Moody, 
2008), 26-27.
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P R AY E R ,  FA S T I N G,  &  A L M S G I V I N G

o What is Prayer?

o What is Fasting?

o What is Almsgiving?
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I T  I S  V E R Y  E A S Y  T O  M I S S  T H E  P O I N T  O F  S U C H  P R A C T I C E S .  
T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  T H E S E  E F F O R T S  I S  N O T  S I M P L Y  T O  D O  

W H A T  I S  E X P E C T E D  O F  U S ,  B U T  T O  A L L O W  O U R S E L V E S  T O  
B E W E A N E D F R O M  O U R  D E P E N D E N C Y  O N  E V E R Y T H I N G  T H A T  

M I G H T  S E P A R A T E  U S  F R O M  G O D .  N O T  B E C A U S E  T H E Y  A R E  
I N H E R E N T L Y  B A D ,  O R  B E C A U S E  O U R  B O D Y  N E E D S  D I S C I P L I N E  

( I T ’ S  A C T U A L L Y  O U R  M I N D S  T H A T  N E E D  D I S C I P L I N E ) ,  B U T  
T H R O U G H  B O D I L Y  P R A C T I C E S .  C O N S I D E R  H O W  O F T E N  W E  

S A Y  T O  O U R S E L V E S ,  ‘ I  C A N ’ T  D O  A N Y T H I N G  I N  T H E  
M O R N I N G  U N T I L  I ’ V E  H A D  M Y  C U P  O F  C O F F E E . ’  I F  T H A T  I S  

T H E  C A S E ,  T H E N  C O F F E E  H A S  B E C O M E  M Y  G O D ,  M Y  I D O L .  I N  
R E A L I T Y ,  I  C A N  D O  W I T H O U T  T H A T  C O F F E E ;  M Y  B O D Y  

D O E S N ’ T  A C T U A L L Y  N E E D  I T .  T H E  P R O B L E M  L I E S  N O T  I N  T H E  
F O O D  I T S E L F ,  B U T  I N  H O W  W E  R E L A T E  T O  I T .  F O O D ,  O F  

C O U R S E ,  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  F O R  O U R  S U R V I V A L .  H O W E V E R ,  W E  
O F T E N  F I N D  O U R S E L V E S  L I V I N G  T O  E A T  R A T H E R  T H A N  

E A T I N G  T O  L I V E  I N  T H E  W A Y  G O D  I N T E N D S — F O R  H I M S E L F ,  
F O R  O U R  N E I G H B O R ,  A N D  F O R  T H E  K I N G D O M .

Fr. John Behr



P R AY E R ,  FA S T I N G,  &  A L M S G I V I N G

o What is Prayer?

o What is Fasting?

o What is Almsgiving?
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M AT T H E W  6

o 3 verses address fasting

o 11 verses address prayer

o 20 verses address finances



L U K E  1 4 : 1 2 - 1 3

He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a 
dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or 
your kinsmen or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, 
and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the 
maimed, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they 
cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”



L U K E  1 2 :  1 6 - 2 1

And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
brought forth plentifully; and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, 
for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I 
will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store 
all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be 
merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of 
you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is he 
who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
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L U K E  3 : 1 0 - 1 4

And the multitudes asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he 
answered them, “He who has two coats, let him share with him who 
has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise.” Tax collectors 
also came to be baptized, and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we 
do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than is appointed you.” 
Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to 
them, “Rob no one by violence or by false accusation, and be 
content with your wages.”
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L U K E  1 9 : 1 - 1 0

He entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man named Zacchae′us; he was 
a chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account 
of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, “Zacchae′us, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your 
house today.” So he made haste and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw 
it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And 
Zacchae′us stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; 
and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today 
salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came 
to seek and to save the lost.”
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F O R  W H E R E  YO U R  
T R E A S U R E  I S ,  T H E R E  YO U R  

H E A R T  W I L L  B E  A L S O
Matthew 6:21



S C R I P T U R E  C O N S I S T E N T L Y  
R E M I N D S  U S  T H A T  I F  C H R I S T  I S  
N O T  F I R S T  I N  T H E  U S E  O F  O U R  

M O N E Y,  H E  I S  N O T  F I R S T  I N  O U R  
L I V E S .  O U R  U S E  O F  P O S S E S S I O N S  
D E M O N S T R A T E S  M A T E R I A L L Y  O U R  

S P I R I T U A L  S T A T U S . "

Wesley Wilmer



ALMSGIV ING &  SALVAT ION



ἐλ εημοσύνη
This Greek word occurs eleven times in the New Testament usually translated 

as “alms” or as “charitable deed”



A L M S

Middle English

oAlmesse
oAlmes

Latin

oeleemyosyna

18

Greek

oἐλεημοσύνη
oἐλεήμων
oἔλεος



T H E  G R E E K  W O R D  E L E E M O S Y N E ,  
O F T E N  T R A N S L A T E D  A S  ‘ A L M S ’  O R  

‘ T H A N K S G I V I N G  C A N  D E N O T E  
M O N E T A R Y  O R  O T H E R  M A T E R I A L  

C O N T R I B U T I O N S  T O  T H E  P O O R  O R ,  
M O R E  B R O A D L Y ,  E L E E M O S Y N E  C A N  

R E F E R  T O  A T T I T U D E S  O R  A C T I O N S  O F  
M E R C Y ”

David Downs



A L M S G I V I N G  C A N  B E  
T R A N S L AT E D  ‘ M E RC I F U L  

G I V I N G ’
David Downs



κύριε ,  ἐλέησον





MATHEW 25 :34 -36

Then the King will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.’



T H E  R I C H  E X I S T  F O R  T H E  
S A K E  O F  T H E  P O O R .  T H E  

P O O R  E X I S T  F O R  T H E  
S A LVAT I O N  O F  T H E  R I C H
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E F F E C T  O F  M E RC Y  G I V I N G

1. Theosis

2. Love



M E RC Y  A N D  G O O D  D E E D S  A R E  W O R K S  
G O D  L OV E S ;  T H E Y  D I V I N I Z E  T H O S E  
W H O  P R AC T I C E  T H E M  A N D  I M P R E S S  

T H E M  I N T O  T H E  L I K E N E S S  O F  
G O O D N E S S,  T H AT  T H E Y  M AY  B E C O M E  

T H E  I M AG E  O F  T H E  P R I M O R D I A L  
B E I N G St. Gregory of Nyssa
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“ T H E  S P I R I T  O F  T H E  L O R D  I S  U P O N  M E ,  
B E C AU S E  H E  H A S  A N O I N T E D  M E  T O  

P R E AC H  G O O D  N E W S  T O  T H E  P O O R .  H E  
H A S  S E N T  M E  T O  P RO C L A I M  R E L E A S E  T O  

T H E  C A P T I V E S  A N D  R E C O V E R I N G  O F  S I G H T  
T O  T H E  B L I N D,  T O  S E T  AT  L I B E R T Y  T H O S E  
W H O  A R E  O P P R E S S E D,  T O  P RO C L A I M  T H E  

AC C E P TA B L E  Y E A R  O F  T H E  L O R D.”

Luke 4:18-19



A L M S G I V I N G  L E A D S  U S  T O  
S A LVAT I O N

o “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5.8)

o Almsgiving does not change God’s heart toward us, it changes 
our hearts toward Him



G O D ’ S  L OV E

o Everyone’s experience of God’s love is unique
o Heaven and Hell are spoken about in terms of the experience of 

God’s love
o “The love of God will be an intolerable torment for those who 

have not acquired it within themselves.” Vladimir Lossky
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T H O S E  W H O  F I N D  T H E M S E LV E S  I N  
G E H E N N A  W I L L  B E  C H A S T I S E D  W I T H  
T H E  S C O U RG E  O F  L OV E … I T  I S  N O T  

R I G H T  T O  S AY  T H AT  T H E Y  S I N N E R S  I N  
H E L L  A R E  D E P R I V E D  O F  T H E  L OV E  O F  

G O D.  B U T  L OV E  AC T S  I N  T W O  
D I F F E R E N T  WAY S,  A S  S U F F E R I N G  I N  
T H E  R E P ROV E D,  A N D  A S  J OY  I N  T H E  

B L E S S E D.
St. Isaac the Syrian
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F O R  W E  A R E  H I S  W O R K M A N S H I P,  
C R E AT E D  I N  C H R I S T  J E S U S  F O R  G O O D  

W O R K S,  W H I C H  G O D  P R E PA R E D  
B E F O R E H A N D,  T H AT  W E  S H O U L D  WA L K  

I N  T H E M . "
Ephesians 2:10


	Money & Salvation
	Slide Number 2
	Salvation
	2,172 Verses
	Slide Number 5
	Prayer, fasting, & almsgiving
	It is very easy to miss the point of such practices. The purpose of these efforts is not simply to do what is expected of us, but to allow ourselves to be weaned from our dependency on everything that might separate us from God. Not because they are inherently bad, or because our body needs discipline (it’s actually our minds that need discipline), but through bodily practices. Consider how often we say to ourselves, ‘I can’t do anything in the morning until I’ve had my cup of coffee.’ If that is the case, then coffee has become my god, my idol. In reality, I can do without that coffee; my body doesn’t actually need it. The problem lies not in the food itself, but in how we relate to it. Food, of course, is necessary for our survival. However, we often find ourselves living to eat rather than eating to live in the way God intends—for Himself, for our neighbor, and for the kingdom.
	Prayer, fasting, & almsgiving
	Matthew 6
	Luke 14:12-13
	Luke 12: 16-21
	Luke 3:10-14
	Luke 19:1-10
	For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also
	Scripture consistently reminds us that if Christ is not first in the use of our money, He is not first in our lives. Our use of possessions demonstrates materially our spiritual status."
	Almsgiving & Salvation
	ἐλεημοσύνη
	ALMS
	The Greek word eleemosyne, often translated as ‘alms’ or ‘thanksgiving can denote monetary or other material contributions to the poor or, more broadly, eleemosyne can refer to attitudes or actions of mercy”
	Almsgiving can be translated ‘merciful giving’
	κύριε, ἐλέησον
	Slide Number 22
	Mathew 25:34-36
	The rich exist for the sake of the poor. The poor exist for the salvation of the rich
	Effect of mercy giving
	Mercy and good deeds are works god loves; they divinize those who practice them and impress them into the likeness of goodness, that they may become the image of the Primordial being
	“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
	Almsgiving leads us to salvation
	God’s love
	Those who find themselves in Gehenna will be chastised with the scourge of love…It is not right to say that they sinners in hell are deprived of the love of god. But love acts in two different ways, as suffering in the reproved, and as joy in the blessed.
	 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them."

